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Exalted Ruler’s Message
SAC LODGE NO. 6: A JOURNEY 
THROUGH THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED 

I n the broader tapestry of Sacramento’s civic and 
architectural history, the story of Sacramento Elks Lodge 
No. 6 (B.P.O.E. No. 6) stands out as a tale of resilience, 

ambition, and community service spanning over a century. 
From its founding in the late 19th century through its 

heyday in the roaring ’20s, and into its modern incarnation 
as a community-minded lodge on Riverside Boulevard, the 
lodge reflects changing times, changing membership, chang-
ing spaces, and a constant core ethos of charity, fellowship, 
and local civic engagement. This month, I will uncover the 
history of our lodge’s early years. 

Origins & early years (1877-1908)
The journey begins in February 1877, when we were 

organized as one of the earliest lodges of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks (B.P.O.E.) in the U.S. However, the 
early years were rocky as the charter was rescinded two years 
later on account of “illegal activity.”

Following that setback, the group that would become 
Lodge No. 6 met in various locations — including Forest-
ers’ Hall at 716 I Street and the Ruhstaller building at 902 
J Street. Eventually, in March 1908, the lodge officially re-
claimed its original number and designation as Lodge No. 6. 

The lodge’s activities focused on fellowship, mutual aid, 
and the standard philanthropic aims of the Elks: assistance 
to veterans, youth programs, and community involvement. 
Though Sacramento was growing quickly with river-trade, 
railroads, the state capital, and a shifting population, the 
lodge carved out a niche among the city’s fraternal and civic 
organizations.

The Temple Years: Building the Downtown Home 
(1922-1926)

By the early 1920s, membership and ambition had grown 
such that the lodge set its sights on a landmark downtown 
home. In 1922, the board and membership of Lodge No. 6 
embarked on what they described as a “Titan effort” to build 
a magnificent temple at the corner of 11th and J Streets in 
central Sacramento. 

Architects Leonard F. Starks designed the 14-story 

building in Italian Renaissance style, using brick and 
steel, rising to approximately 226 feet — then among 
Sacramento’s tallest. Ground was broken in early 
1925, and the building was completed and dedicated 
in June 1926. 

The structure wasn’t just a lodge hall. It included 
banquet and meeting spaces, lodge rooms, hotel-style accom-
modations, and commercial 
space on the ground floor. 
Its completion marked a 
high-water point for the 
lodge’s physical presence — 
and symbolized its place in 
the life of Sacramento. The 
building became known 
as the Elks Tower (or Elks 
Temple). 

The Lodge No. 6 narra-
tive credits its own member-
ship for the achievement: 
“The exterior lines and 
colorings beautiful and har-
monious … this magnificent 
Temple … completed wholly 
by its own efforts.” 

Mid-century shifts 
(1930s-1960s)

In the decades after the temple’s completion, Lodge No. 6 
remained active in the community, supporting youth, veter-
ans, scholarship programs, charity drives, local events, and 
serving as a social hub for members. It played host to dances, 
banquets, meetings, and other functions.

But by the 1960s, the dynamics were changing. Urban 
patterns shifted, membership in fraternal organizations 
waned in some cases, and upkeep of large downtown build-
ings became costly. According to historical accounts, by 
the late 1960s the lodge faced fiscal and code compliance 
challenges — ultimately leading to the sale of the downtown 
property. 

In parallel, the lodge began envisioning a new facility 
more adaptable to changing membership and community 
needs. Tune in next month as I trace our journey to Riverside 
Blvd. � ~ Rob Moore, Exalted Ruler
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New members initiated:.... 57
Transfers in:........................ 4
Reinstatements:.................. 6
  Gain............................. 67

Dropped:................................. 39
Transfers out:............................ 2
Absolute dimit:.......................... 0
Deceased:.................................. 9
  Loss..................................... 50

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
As of April 1, 2025 Total Members: 701

As of November 1, 2025 Total Members: 718

Lapsation Report  Six months delinquent: 19� One year delinquent: 48 

The SIX
Published Monthly

Sacramento Elks Lodge No. 6
6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95831

Send articles/photos to:  
Deb Reyman, Editor  

e-mail newsletter@elks6.com
Deadline: By the first of the month.

2025-2026 Lodge Officers
Exalted Ruler..............................Rob Moore
Leading Knight...................... Carol Mitchell
Loyal Knight...........................Nicole Holton
Lecturing Knight...................Aaron Jefferson
Secretary...........................Gina D’Arcangelo
Treasurer................................ Joanne Martin
First Year Trustee.........Pamela Muljat Zanze
Second Year Trustee.................Pat McDaniel
Third Year Trustee............. Jonathan Gayton
Fourth Year Trustee................ James Nevans
Fifth Year Trustee.............Robert Van Gundy
Esquire...............................Darnell Lawrence
Chaplain................................Shannon Lewis
Inner Guard......................... Clayton Hablitz
Tiler.......................................Darryl Boykins
Organist.................................Dan Baldassari

2024-25 Officer of the Year
Joanne Martin

2024-25 Elk of the Year
Ray Nielsen

2024-25 Volunteer of the Year
Charles Warren

2024-25 Citizen Volunteer of the Year
Bella Lozano

LODGE OFFICE
Secretary/Event Reservations...... 916/422-6666
Fax: 916/422-6324	 lodge@elks6.com
Office Hours

Monday-Friday............................... 9 am-3 pm 
RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Riverside Venue Rental.............. 916/422-8351
Email	 riversiderental@elks6.com
Office Hours

Tuesday-Saturday............................ 9 am-3 pm
LOUNGE ...................... 916/422-6666, ext. 6
Lounge Hours

Monday, Saturday................................. 3-9 pm
Tuesday-Friday................................... 3-10 pm
Sunday.......................................... 10 am-8 pm
Happy Hour, daily........................... 4-5:30 pm

Free WiFi available while  
enjoying your favorite beverage.

Check out our website
www.elks6.com or www.sacramentoelks.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Bazaar Pop Up – Dec. 7, 8:30a-1p. Shop local 

artists and small businesses to get gifts for your loved ones.
WEAVE Christmas Wishes Tree – through Dec. 13. Grab a 

tag, place unwrapped gift under the tree and re-attach the tag. 
Elks Golf Club Christmas Luncheon – Dec. 12, 11:30a
Elks Holiday Gathering – Dec. 14, 2p – $10
Holiday Swing Party – Dec. 17, 7p – Free
Elks Hoop Shoot – Dec. 20. National free-throw contest. 

Sign-up at 8:30a, competition starts at 9:30a.
Sunday Breakfast with Santa – Dec. 21, 9a-Noon.
New Year’s Eve Party – Dec. 31, 5:30 doors 

open, 7p Prime Rib dinner, live music & 
dancing to Innersoul. Join us in toasting 
in the New Year – $80

Crab Feed – Jan. 17 
Winter Blast – Feb. 14 

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Bar Games Sundays, 3:30p, free to mem-

bers and guests. Bring snacks and a friend. 
Breakfast Sundays 8:30-11a.
Craft and Create Monthly Meet Up paused due to foot-

ball in the Lounge. Enjoy watching the games with your 
fellow Elks!

Farmer’s Market Sundays 9a-1p. Invite friends to breakfast 
and visit the market.

Football in the Lounge Bar opens on Sundays at 10a.
Fitness Center Hours Members with fitness center access 

can get into the building and fitness center at 4:30a. The 
building locks at 10p for all members.  

Happy Hour Daily 4-5:30p. Bring an appetizer to share if you 
like, but do come join us!

Improv Night 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6-8p. John Paul 
Pressburg-Nevans, 916/320-1055

Karaoke Thursday & Saturday 7p. 
Martial Arts Monday 5p. Brian Olden, bjolden07@yahoo.com
Pickleball Monday, Wednesday 9a-12p, Thursday 4:30-7:30p, 

Sunday 4-7p.  Check Playtime Scheduler for updates.
Swing Dance Wednesday, lessons 7-7:45p, Swing Social 

8-10p, $15
Thursday Patio Dinners Thursdays, 6-8p.  
Water Aerobics Monday, Friday 10-11a, Wednesday 2-3p.  
Wednesday Night Dinner $15 for a nice meal. Weekly 

menu at elks6.com
Yoga Monday 12p, Wednesday 3:30p. Elks members free; 

others, $10. Sue Hill, sue.hill1200@comcast.net

Call the 
Lodge Office at 916/422-6666 to reserve and/or pre-pay for your meals at least three full days before the event (all meals include tax).

mailto:sue.hill1200@comcast.net
mailto:bjolden07%40yahoo.com?subject=Martial%20Arts
http://www.elks6.com
mailto:sue.hill1200%40comcast.net?subject=Yoga
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G LF NEWS
Bing Maloney Club Championship, Oct. 22 Results

A Flight: 1st Low Gross, Antonio Curiel (80); 2nd Low 
Gross, Mike Koshell (90); 1st Low Net, Gary Harmon (69); 
2nd Low Net, Stephanie Soares (74). Closest to the Pin: 
Glen Smith #3: 19'10" and Gary Harmon #13: 29'6".

B Flight: 1st Low Gross, Jack Wyatt (86); 2nd Low Gross, Darryl 
Tatum (97); 1st Low Net, Jo Gregory (68); 2nd Low Net, Russ 
Hart (77). Closest to the Pin: Ernie Cervantes #13: 10'6".

C Flight : 1st Low Gross, Peggy Chan (99); 2nd Low Gross, 
Mike Gregory (116); 1st Low Net, Chuck Coyle (81); 2nd 
Low Net, Stephen Helsel (112).

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Benjamin Valencia, 

Jr.
Buffie Lynch
Catherine 

Woodbridge
Cheo Bahati
Christopher Post
Cristian Gonzales
Curt Thue
David Parsh
Delbert Carter
Dennis Reitz
Derry Knight
Donald Edelberg
Edward Bronder
Eric Anderson
Frederick Brush
Gary Fortney
George Adaza
George Pfiefer
Gina Spadafori

Glenn Tilton
H Salman
Jared Damiani
Jeanine Rutherford
Jeanne Cooper
Jeff Post
John Gunter
Johnny Facio
Joshua Schmidt
Kathryn Favila
Lona Taggart
Lorianne Blake
Margaret Beddow
Mario Montes
Mark Scribner
Mark Cordeiro
Mark Wong
Mary Ann Carmazzi
Mia Wheeler
Michael Benner
Michael Bates

Michael Rosa
Norval Chan
Olivia Hupp-Cooper
R Synhorst
Robert Parnell
Robert Morlan
Rob Moore
Robert Boughton
Robert Anderson
Rodney Gillgrass
Ruben Leal
Stephen Leibrock
Stephen Healow
Terry Catron
Travis Tyson
Vera Lambert
Veronica Bezanson
Wayne Thom
William Welch III
William Rigg
Xai Lor

TURNING GOLF BALLS INTO 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Over 800,000 golf balls are lost every day and Elks 
Lodge No. 6 has turned that statistic into a creative 
fundraiser. Members of the Golf Club collect lost golf 
balls, clean, sort and package them in quantities of 100 
for resale, fetching 20¢ per ball.

ER Rob Moore and LK Aaron Jefferson (pictured 
below) inspected 13,000 golf balls, a batch expected to 
bring in $2,600, which will go directly toward student 
scholarships.

The Elks’ mission of charity and education continues 
to inspire similar efforts across the lodge. With every 
cleaned and resold golf ball, members turn recreation 
into opportunity — proving that even small acts can 
have a big impact. � ~ PER Stephen B. Clazie

KAREN DEL REAL
REALTOR

CalBRE# 01961387
9591 Laguna Springs Drive

Elk Grove, CA 95758
www.kdelreal.golyon.com

kdelreal@golyon.com

916/715-3608 cell • 916/236-4364 efax

Ron Roberts 
Broker

License #01037639
916/806-0118 

ronbigheartrealty@gmail.com
7689 Windbridge Dr., Sacramento, CA 95831

bigheartrealty.com

Edward Jones®

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You talk. We listen.
In Person. Start here.

Jeff Fletcher, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
7220 Greenhaven Drive 2
Sacramento, CA 95831
916-393-1777

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD

http://www.elks6.com
http://www.harryanauman.com
http://www.kdelreal.golyon.com
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Meeting Schedule
All Lodge and committee meetings will  

continue to meet in person until further notice. 
Communications Committee, virtual.... 1st Monday ~ 5 pm
Board of Directors...........................2nd Monday ~ 6 pm
Audit Committee.........................4th Monday ~ 5:30 pm
Preventive Maintenance Crew............... Tuesdays ~ 8 am
Future Directions.........................1st Tuesday ~ 4:30 pm
Lodge Meeting/Initiation...................1st Tuesday ~ 7 pm
House Committee............ 2nd & 4th Tuesday ~ 5:30 pm
Lodge Meeting/Balloting.................. 3rd Tuesday ~ 7 pm
Athletic Center.......................2nd Wednesday ~ 4:30 pm 
Officers Meeting.................... 4th Wednesday ~ 5:30 pm
Landscape Crew..................................Thursdays ~ 8 am
Veterans Committee...................... 2nd Thursday ~ 5 pm 
Golf Club......................................... 2nd Friday ~ 12 pm

Meetings are open to all members.  
Schedule subject to change. Contact the Lodge 

office to confirm at 916/422-6666.

welcome our new members From left: Ariele Rodriguez, Joan Marie Cochrane, Sabria Boykins, 
Ellen Cochrane, Ronald Cannizzaro, Esther Cannizzaro, Jason Cook-Harvey, ER Rob Moore, Richard Blomberg, 
Kathleen Blomberg, Diane Sharp, Ruben Leal, Larry Davis, Jason Kuechler, Paul Schindler, Nicole Shearer, 
Alexander Garcia, and John Winn.

WEAVE CHRISTMAS WISH TREE
You may have noticed the Giving Tree is 

up in the office with gift tags ready to be 
plucked from its branches. This tree is 
one way we continue our commitment to 
children in need. WEAVE has gathered 
“wishes” just waiting to be filled by 
Elks elves. Choose a tag, attach it to 
your gift and place it under the tree. 
Unwrapped gifts are preferred, but 
gift bags are OK. Some “wishes” are 
for gift cards, if that’s more your speed. 
Donations accepted through Dec. 13. For more info, contact 
ddschilling@gmail.com. 

All the gatherings we will participate in 
over the holidays are a gift from God. 

As we serve one another with the abun-
dance You have blessed us with, give us the 
vision to see love in the world in spite of human failure. 

May your love bring light and hope to the world. Help us 
to be a light and to say the right words to those around us who 
need to hear them. Let our inner light shine for all we know. 

Encourage us to take time to pray for those in need. With 
Christmas coming, let us bow our heads in humble gratitude 
for the gift of Jesus Christ. 

May all the blessings of the Lord be yours, at Christmas and 
in the coming New Year. Amen� ~ Shannon Lewis, Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S PRAYER CORNER


